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swiftDialog

• App that displays macOS 
dialogs 

• Uses command line interface for 
controlling content 

• Configurable with over 60 
different options 

• Supported on macOS 11 or later. 

• Open source (BSD/MIT based 
license)

What is it, what does it do, how does it work?



• cocoadialog 

• jamfhelper 

• osascript -e 'display dialog …’ 

• DEPNotify 

• yo
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Dynamic Content



• Has no "Brains" of its own 

• Doesn't know how to read logs 

• No knowledge of anything it's 
being asked to display 

• The "Logic" is anything you can 
do in bash, python or other 
script.
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What it is
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How it Works



• /usr/local/bin/dialog --
<option_name> <option 
argument> 

• /usr/local/bin/dialog --help 

• Over 60 arguments available to 
modify swiftDialog 
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Command Line Arguments
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Layout



• Title 

• Font and colours 

• Message 

• Markdown 

• Font and colours 

• Position and alignment 

• Banner Image 
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Making your message look great

• Icon 

• Icon sources - builtin, image 

• Colours 

• Size 

• Show/Hide/Position 

• Overlay 



• --message "### University of Utah, 
MacAdmins Meeting\n\nThe University of 
Utah, MacAdmins Meeting is held monthly 
virtually on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month at 11 AM Mountain Time.
\n\nPresentations cover Apple technology 
and integration in a heterogeneous 
university enterprise environment.\n\nThis 
month’s meeting will be held on **Wed, 
November 16th, 2022** at 11 AM MT and 
we will provide live broadcasts and 
archives that will be made available 2-3 
days after the meeting."
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Message Markdown
/usr/local/bin/dialog --message <markdown>



• Display one or more images 
with one or more --image 
arguments. 

• Supports local or https sources
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Images



• Display videos from local or 
from URL
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Video



• Dropdown 

• Checkboxes 

• Textfields
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User Input



• Standard output or JSON 
formatted
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Data Output

Collecting data
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jamfHelper mode
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Displaying Lists
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What’s New in 2.0
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swiftDialog

• Github Wiki https://github.com/bartreardon/swiftDialog/wiki 

• https://github.com/bartreardon/swiftDialog-scripts 

• #swiftdialog on MacAdmins Slack

Resources

https://github.com/bartreardon/swiftDialog/wiki
https://github.com/bartreardon/swiftDialog-scripts

